
 

The New Senior Cycle
A Student's Journey

The same trusted
qualification.
A new way to

demonstrate learning.

Senior Cycle offers more ways to show what you know and can do.
Classroom learning, practical work and assessment throughout the course

all contribute to your progress towards the Leaving Certificate.

5TH YEAR
Building Foundations

5TH YEAR - 6TH YEAR
Learning & Assessment
throughout the course

AAC COMPLETION
Some are completed

in 5th Year while
others are completed

in 6th Year

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

By the State
Examinations

Commission (SEC)

FINAL STAGE
Written Examinations

& Results

1 2 3 4 5

Students follow a
varied curriculum
that develops their
interests and
abilities.

Build subject
knowledge,
practical skills and
confidence.

Teachers explain
how each subject
is assessed and
what is expected.

Students learn
through research,
practical activities
and project work.

Additional
Assessment
Components
(AACs) are
completed at the
times set for each
subject.

Teachers guide
learning and
provide support
within the
assessment rules.

Students
submit their
completed
Additional
Assessment
Component(s).

Schools
confirm that
the work is the
student’s own,
following SEC
rules.

Teachers
authenticate
the work. The
SEC awards the
marks.

The SEC assesses
the Additional
Assessment
Component(s)
externally.

AACs account for
at least 40% of
the marks in
revised subjects.

National
assessment
supports
consistent
standards for all
students.

Students sit their
written
examinations at
the end of the
course, usually
June.

Written exams
carry the
remaining marks.
Weightings vary
by subject.

AAC and written
examination
marks are
combined to give
the final Leaving
Certificate
subject grade.

KE
Y 

PO
IN

TS
 T

O 
RE

ME
MB

ER WHAT ARE AACs?

• New forms of assessment in
revised subjects.

• Allow students to show a wide
range of skills and knowledge.

• Account for at least 40% of the
marks.

• Completed during the course,
not just at the end.

WHO ASSESSES?

• AACs are marked externally
by the State Examinations
Commission (SEC).

• Teachers support learning but
do not award marks for
certification.

• Ensures fairness and national
consistency.

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP?

• Encourage good organisation
and regular attendance.

• Help your child meet deadlines
and plan ahead.

• Provide a quiet space for study.

• Encourage independence - their
work must be their own.

IMPORTANT DATES

• AAC timelines vary by subject
and are planned across 5th and
6th Year.

• Written exams take place in the
traditional exam period in June.

• Your school will provide
subject-specific timelines.

TWO PARTS, ONE RESULT: YOUR LEAVING CERTIFICATE GRADE

ADDITIONAL ASSESSMENT COMPONENT(S) (AAC)
Externally assessed by the SEC

AT LEAST 40%

Examples: research, practical investigations, oral presentations,
performances, portfolios, design projects, field studies, artefacts.

WRITTEN EXAMINATION
State Examination

REMAINING MARKS*

*Weightings vary. Life, Community and Work:
60% Portfolio in Action + 40% written examination.

100%

STUDENT REMINDER: Attend regularly, meet deadlines, reference sources and submit your own work.

TRANCHE 1 • CURRENTLY LIVE School year 2026–2027
Sixth Years (Leaving Cert 2027)
Business • Biology • Chemistry

TRANCHE 2 • STARTING SEPTEMBER 2026
Fifth Years (Leaving Cert 2028)
PE • Geography • Leaving Cert Life, Community and Work



